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ABSTRACT 

This report, part of a series that offers population and 
housing data collected by Census 2000, presents data on the educational 
attainment of people over age 25 years in the United States, describing 
education distributions for the country, including regions, states, counties, 
and places with populations of 100,000 or more. Overall, U.S. education 
levels were high and rising in 2002. Age differences in educational 
attainment were large, with the middle-aged population having the highest 
levels of education. Women's educational levels were close to those of men. 
The "Asian alone" race group led in attaining bachelor's degrees and advanced 
degrees. Large differences among races existed at all levels of education. 
Regional educational differences shifted during the 1990s, and no one region 
could lay claim to having the best-educated population. States with low high 
school completion rates were catching up to the rest of the states. Higher 
percentages of college graduates lived in suburban counties and counties with 
colleges. Places with universities attracted the greatest concentration of 
people with doctoral degrees. Sex differences in education varied along the 
age spectrum. (SM) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



035 941 



Q 



w 



ona 



Issued August 



Census 2000 Brief 



The education levels of 
the United States popu- 
lation reached an all- 
time high, according to 
Census 2000.’ Of the 
1 82.2 million people 
aged 25 and over on 
April 1 , 2000, 80 per- 
cent had a high school 
diploma or more, and 
24 percent had com- 
pleted at least a bache- 
lor’s degree. 

Education has been 
included in the United 
States census question- 
naire since 1840, when 
information was collect- 
ed on literacy of the 
population 20 years 
and over. Since that 
time, questions on edu- 
cation have become 
more, complex. From 
1 940 to 1 980, the cen- 
sus inquired about the 
number of years of 
school each person had 
completed. In 1 990 
and 2000, the question 



Figure 1 . 

Reproduction of the Question on 
Educational Attainment From Census 2000 

^What is the highest degree or level of school 
this person has COMPLETED? Mark 0 ONE box. 

If currently enrolled , mark the previous grade or highest 
degree received [ 

CD No schooling completed 
0 Nursery school to 4th grade 
0 5th grade or 6th grade 
O 7th grade or 8th grade 
0 9th grade 
0 10th grade 
O 11th grade 

0 12th grade, NO DIPLOMA 

0 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE — high school DIPLOMA 
or the equivalent (for example: GED) 

0 Some college credit, but less than 1 year 
0 1 or more years of college, no degree 
0 Associate degree (for example: AA, AS) 

0 Bachelor's degree (for example: BA, AB, BS) 

0 Master's degree (for example: MA, MS, MEng, MEd, 
MSW, MBA) 

0 Professional degree (for example: MD, DDS, DVM, 
LLB, JD) 

0 Doctorate degree (for example: PhD, EdD) 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 questionnaire. 
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1 Comparison with the 1990 census shows a 
significantly higher proportion of the population 25 
and over in 2000 completing each of the following 
thresholds or more: 5th, 9th, 10th, 1 1th, and 12th 
grade without a diploma, high school diploma, some 
college, associate degree, bachelor’s degree, master’s 
degree, professional degree, and doctoral degree. 
Censuses from 1940 through 1980 showed even 
lower levels of education at the high school and 
bachelor’s degree level (see Figure 3). The text of 
this report discusses data for the United States, 
including the 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
Data for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are 
shown in Table 1 and Figure 4. 



was updated to reflect current interest in 
both level of school completed and the 
types of degrees (if any) people had 
received. The Census 2000 question 
allowed respondents to choose from a 
list of 16 educational levels, ranging 
from no schooling completed to profes- 
sional or doctoral degrees (see Figure 1). 

This report, part of a series that presents 
population and housing data collected by 
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